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UM BUREAU HIRES KEY EMPLOYEE 
MISSOULA-
The University of Montana’s Bureau of Business and Economic Research has a new 
director of health care industry research who will examine the state’s health care markets, trends, 
costs and other high visibility topics.
Patrick Barkey, formerly director of the Bureau of Business Research at Ball State 
University in Muncie, Ind., earned his doctorate in economics from the University of Michigan in 
1986. Barkey will replace Steve Seninger, who recently retired from BBER.
“The challenges of delivering, evaluating and financing health care into the future are 
immense,” Barkey said. “There are tough decisions ahead, and policy makers in every comer of 
the state need the best research and information possible.”
At Ball State from 1993 to 2007, Barkey conducted research on labor markets and a wide 
variety of state and regional economic policy issues. His most recent research has been on the 
educational attainment of the Indiana labor force, the effect of smoking on the state’s economy 
and the potential for high-tech development in Central Indiana.
From 1990 to 1993, Barkey was a research analyst for American Electric Power in 
Columbus, Ohio. From 1985 to 1990 he was an assistant professor at Indiana University’s School 
of Business in Bloomington.
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“Pat brings expertise and experience in a research area important to all Montanans,” said 
BBER Director Paul Polzin. “We will all be hearing a lot from him in the future as he helps us 
understand the issues and choices relating to health care industry.”
Housed in UM’s School of Business Administration, BBER has provided information 
about Montana’s state and local economies for more than 50 years.
###
CBS
Local, dailies 
042307bber
